
In the small community of Four Oaks in Johnston County, 
July 19, 2010 was a landmark day. In a packed cafetorium at 
Four Oaks Elementary School, Governor Bev Perdue announced 
that BD (Becton, Dickinson and Company) was committing to 
create 187 new jobs and invest $38.4 million to build a warehouse 
and East Coast distribution center. With that announcement, 
Four Oaks had its new largest employer.  

While BD and the biotech jobs it brought were new to Four 
Oaks, the company and the industry were not new to North 
Carolina. The state continues to have a stronghold as the number 
three biotechnology state in America.  

“This success reinforces North Carolina’s stature as a top 
location for biotechnology companies – a reputation that we have 
worked hard to earn,” said Gov. Perdue

The BioTech Rep
North Carolina started building a reputation as a front-runner 

in biotech almost 30 years ago when leaders invested in the first 
state-supported biotechnology center. In those 30 years, North 
Carolina has invested more than $200 million in biotechnology 
infrastructure, and the returns are enough to make Wall Street 
tycoons do a double-take.   

In all there are more than 59,000 direct jobs at 539 biotech 
companies in North Carolina. The biotech presence in our state 
results in nearly $65 billion in economic activity – and the sector 
continues to show great promise.  

“Biotechnology and life sciences are critical economic engines 
for North Carolina as we continue to build a diverse and thriving 
economy,” said Commerce Secretary Keith Crisco. “We have 
always been a state of innovation—so North Carolina is a perfect 
fit as businesses look to create and expand their operations.”

JoBs, JoBs, JoBs
In fact, 2010 ended as it began for Governor Perdue and 

Secretary Crisco, announcing new biotechnology jobs. A half-
dozen announcements during the year resulted in a commitment 
to create more than 1,000 new jobs and invest $300 million in 
our communities. Here’s what those companies said about North 
Carolina:

“North Carolina’s quality of workforce, its training programs 
and overall understanding of biotech development models were 
critical factors in our decision to locate to RTP,” said Andy 
Sheldon, president and CEO of Medicago. Medicago announced 
it will create 85 jobs and invest more than $32 million dollars in 
North Carolina.

“We chose the Holly Springs location for this important project 
because of the great talent pool to recruit from, proximity to area 
universities and the relationship we have with our neighbors 
in the state, county and town of Holly Springs,” said Matthew 
Stober, global head of technical operations for Novartis Vaccines 
and Diagnostics.  

“Establishing our new distribution center in Johnston County 
will enable BD to reduce cycle times and enhance the operational 
effectiveness of our entire supply chain. Additional benefits 
include the skilled workforce, transportation infrastructure and 
supportive government officials in the region,” said Stephen 
Sichak, BD senior vice president, integrated supply chain. 
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“The decision in 2000 to locate the US production facility in 
Monroe has been reinforced by the support received from local 
and state agencies as well as the caliber of team members added 
over the years,” said Rick McInnis, vice president of finance for 
Greiner Bio-One North America which announced an expansion 
of 51 jobs and investment of $25 million last year.

“This expansion project continues our productive relationship 
with the state of North Carolina and exemplifies our commitment 
to serving the needs of people with diabetes,” said Doug Wallis, 
corporate vice president and general manager, Novo Nordisk 
Pharmaceutical Industries.  Novo Nordisk partnered with Nypro 
in a plan to create 241 new jobs with a combined investment of 
$160 million.

“LabCorp has historically made major investments in the 
Piedmont Triad Region, including the construction of our new 
corporate headquarters in Burlington, and now creation of jobs in 
our new national billing operation in Greensboro,” said David P. 
King, chairman and chief executive officer of LabCorp. LabCorp 
announced plans to create 346 jobs and invest $4 million in 
February of last year.

collaBoRaTioNs
North Carolina benefits from close collaboration among 

members of the state’s economic development team, including 
the NC Departments of Commerce and Transportation; the NC 
Community Colleges; local and regional governments; economic 
development agencies and workforce boards; the Employment 
Security Commission; utilities, railroads and the state ports; the 
University of North Carolina System; and private universities. 
Nonprofits such as the NC Center for Rural Economic Develop-
ment and NC Golden LEAF play a critical role, as does the  
NC Biotechnology Center.

secoND-To-NoNe WoRkfoRce
North Carolina has good reason to be proud of its biotech-

nology workforce, a direct result of the state’s investment in 
collaborative programs designed to maintain its competitive edge.  
Training initiatives like NCBioImpact and BioNetwork ensure 
that North Carolina has the workforce international corporations 
need at the ready.

North Carolina’s proud reputation reached the highest levels 
when President Obama visited Forsyth Tech Community College 
in 2010 and then recognized the school’s efforts in his State of the 
Union address this year.  

The president recognized Kathy Proctor, who was seated next 
to the First Lady, for her determination in seeking her biotech 
degree. The laid-off furniture worker’s journey is representative 
of the vision of state leaders who have worked to make North 
Carolina a biotech state. 
 
w w w . t h r i v e n c . c o m 

US President Barack Obama recognized the success of North Carolina’s 
biotechnology industry and training programs during an historic 
visit in December 2010 to Forsyth Technical Community College in 
Winston-Salem.

In all there are more than 59,000 direct jobs at  

539 biotech companies in North Carolina. The biotech 

presence in our state results in nearly $65 billion in 

economic activity – and the sector continues to  

show great promise. 
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